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· What does the NHS Bill propose?

GPs will be given power over 80% of the NHS budget to both provide services directly and commission them from hospitals and other organisations. Two thirds of GPs say they do not want to take on this role.

· Will the NHS reforms save money?

No, the new model will cost £1.2bn more than the current one and the cost of making the changes is estimated to be £3bn.

· Will the changes reduce bureaucracy?

No, hospitals will have at least three times the number of commissioners to deal with and 500 GP consortia will replace 150 Primary Care Trusts – each with its own administration.

· Who will provide the health care?

The NHS Bill promotes the idea of a market place in health care that will see many private companies bidding to treat NHS patients. There is a wealth of evidence to show that profit-led companies reduce the quality and range of care that people receive. This is what happened to hospital cleaning services in the 1980s.

· Will patients receive better care?

No, each area will develop different services and patients may be forced to move GPs or relocate to another area to get the care they need.

· Will patients get the care they need?

No, the financial success of each GP consortia will affect the type of care you receive and how long it lasts. Some patients needing hospital treatment will inevitably be told they will have to wait until the next financial year.

· Will the reforms make the NHS fairer?

No, GPs will be under financial pressure to offer those treatments that are the cheapest rather than the best and wealthier patients will be encouraged by hospitals to pay privately to queue-jump, while NHS patients are left on lengthy waiting lists. Providers will also compete for contracts in more affluent areas, while poorer communities could struggle to maintain a comprehensive range of services at an acceptable standard.

· What are the concerns for older people?

There is a serious risk that care will be diverted to those people who are most profitable to treat, rather than those who need it most. Older patients often have complicated, ongoing and expensive care needs which a health system based on profit will not be willing to address. The introduction of the “any willing provider” principle will also lead to the fragmentation of services. This is at odds with the wishes of many older people who feel that the choice of treatment is often more important than the choice of provider. 

· What can you do?

A market-based model of healthcare would raise serious questions as to accountability, standards and equity of health outcomes whilst threatening the principle of a comprehensive service available to all based on need, rather than the ability to pay. Get involved in the campaign:

1. Contact your MP and let them know of your concerns

2. Sign petitions against the changes

3. Support demonstrations and protests to defend the NHS

4. Talk to your friends, family and neighbours about the issues involved

5. Join groups such as Keep Our NHS Public and the NHS Support Federation
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